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Conyressman Lenry l'... ~ ia}:rnan (D·-Los Angeles) , Chairman of the House 

Su..~committee on ~~ealt.~ and the Fnviron!Tlent : 'las authored legislation to 

give victims of the O.efoliantv Agent Ora:tge . full Veteran's 1\dit.inistra~ 

tion health benefits. Currently the V.'l', refuses to treat illnesses 

vet~rants claim resulted from their exj>osure to this dangerous chemi-

cal during e1e l.•lar in "Iiet ~Jam. 

·rt is impossi~~le to exaggerate the health hazar ds suffered by 

th.ose e}~osed to Agent Orange. The toxic cher•1ical has been lin.l:ed to 

a range of illn~sses fro!': hirt~ C:efects t o cancer. ,''v h ill would 

autor1atically designate sicknesses cause~1 hy Jl,gent Orange exposure 

~'!hile in the ll".ilitary as service--related uiseases. r· 

Under t he t:axman Agen t Orange !)ill ~ the Veterans l•t!ministration 

>-?oul d have to prove that an illness 'vas not cause0. by "t>!artiwe e~rposure 

to J\.gent Orange , the veteran l'1oulu not ~ave to prove that it ~~ras. 

Currently, t!1c V.~- ~1as denied. the vali<.U ty of all t he scientific evi" 

Lienee l>~hich links Agent Orange to as man y as 40 C:1.iseases. ::hen a 

veteran !'r<:::sen ts eviC:~ence that he vms eJtpose! l. to l\gent Orang-e~ this 

inforr1ation is ignore<l. '·~:a:x~nan' s b ill ~\'ill give top ;>riori ty to Jl.,~ent 

Orange exposure in j udqing the vali dity of the ex·~ servicemen • s clail".s. 
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